	Fraud Alert
                   
 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.jpg@01CB1F55.8AEB9FD0" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


                              
Friday September 9, 2011


	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

Health Care Fraud:

1. “Medicare Fraud Reduction” (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General Chief Counsel Lewis Morris speaks about Medicare fraud on C-Span): http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/MedicareFr
Consumer Fraud: 
2. “AARP Scam Alert: Beware Scams Tied to 9/11”: http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-09-2011/beware-cons-tied-to-911-scam-alert.html?cmp=NLC-RSS-DAILY-BULLETIN
     
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains information about the largest Medicare fraud takedown in history, announced on Wednesday.
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· Medicare Fraud Strike Forces Charge 91 Individuals for Approximately $295 Million in Billing
· CMS Top 10 Ways Consumers Can Help Fight Medicare Fraud
Medicare Fraud Strike Forces Charge 91 Individuals for Approximately $295 Million in Billing
This week, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) announced the largest Medicare fraud takedown in history – 91 indictments involving about $295 million in alleged false billing. These cases are a result of the work of Health Care Fraud Prevention and Enforcement Action Teams (HEAT) in several cities across the country.  More information about the HEAT Strike Forces is available here: http://www.stopmedicarefraud.gov/heattaskforce/index.html
Four of the cases announced this week were against Chicago area defendants:

· Dr. John Natale, a vascular surgeon at Northwest Community Hospital in Arlington Heights, is charged with five counts of defrauding Medicare with false claims for allegedly billing for medical procedures that he did not perform and for procedures that were more complex than what he performed.

· Keenan Ferrell, a licensed psychologist, and Bryce Woods, a graduate student, were charged with nine counts of health care fraud. The charges assert that Woods and other graduate students provided services to patients in nursing homes that were then billed as if Ferrell provided the services. (Woods and the other students are not licensed to provide psychotherapy without supervision by a licensed physician.) Additionally, Ferrell and Woods are accused of billing Medicare for more psychotherapy services than were actually performed and for billing as if services were provided to deceased beneficiaries.

· Bradley Mattson, Steven Paul and Neelesh Patel own several chiropractic clinics in the Chicago area (Hawthorn Physical Medicine in Vernon Hills, Woodfield Physical Medicine in Schaumburg, Stratford Physical Medicine in Bloomingdale, Algonquin Physical Medicine in Lake-in-the-Hills, Northshore Physical Medicine in Niles, and Cumberland Physical Medicine in Norridge). Mattson was charged with 19 counts of health care fraud, Paul with four counts, and Patel with 15 counts. Charges allege that these owners submitted false insurance claims to Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois, Aetna, and Humana for services that were either not medically necessary or that were not provided. The indictments accuse the owners of misleading marketing practices, instructing their chiropractors to order and provide unnecessary diagnostic testing and treatment, and falsifying patients’ diagnoses to warrant the unnecessary treatment. 

· “Jay Canastra, director of admissions at The Wealshire, a nursing home in Lincolnshire, was charged with accepting a $1,600 kickback in exchange for referring nursing home Medicare patients to a home health agency in West Dundee.”


All of the information on these Illinois cases was taken from a U.S. Department of Justice press release issued by U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald’s office. The press release is attached to this email.
The national press release that mentions all 91 indictments (from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services) is here: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/09/20110907c.html
Here is a brief video clip of Inspector General Daniel Levinson speaking about the work of the HEAT Strike Forces in investigating these cases: http://oig.hhs.gov/newsroom/video/index.asp#strikeforce
The Illinois SMP Program would like to congratulate our partners in the Chicago HEAT Strike Force for their work investigating cases and bringing these indictments! Cases like these require a significant amount of work, and we appreciate everything that our law enforcement and CMS partners are doing to stop Medicare fraud. 
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.


Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 

























