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	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

Health Care Fraud:

1. “Manager of Tujunga Business Sentenced to Over Four Years in Federal Prison in Medicare Fraud Scheme”: http://www.justice.gov/usao/cac/pressroom/pr2011/088.html
Consumer Fraud: 
2. “AARP Scam Alert: Beware of Online Puppy Love”: http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-06-2011/puppies-for-sale-scam-alert.1.html
     
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains information about the SMP tip sheet being available in 13 languages and a news story about Medicare fraud featuring the SMP program. As always, see our “Fraud in the News” section for additional news stories on health care and fraud. 
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· SMP Tip Sheet Available in 13 Languages
· SMP Program Featured in AARP Inside E-Street News Story
SMP Tip Sheet Available in 13 Languages
AgeOptions worked with the Coalition of Limited English Speaking Elderly (CLESE) in Chicago to translate the SMP Medicare and Medicaid fraud tip sheet into 11 languages (in addition to English and Spanish, which are already available).  The tip sheet is now available in English, Spanish, Arabic, Assyrian, Bosnian, Chinese, Gujarati, Hindi, Khmer, Korean, Polish, Russian, and Vietnamese. You can download all of these from our website, www.illinoissmp.org.  Click on the “Illinois SMP Materials” link on the left side of the page, and scroll down to the “Tip Sheets” heading. (Please note: the tip sheets are available in PDF form on the website. If you would like to access one or more of these tip sheets in Word document format, please contact AgeOptions.)
SMP Program Featured in AARP Inside E-Street News Story
SMP Program representatives from Florida and Washington, D.C. were interviewed for an AARP news report on Medicare fraud.  You can view the news video and read the article on the AARP website here: 

“Medicare’s Most Wanted: An Update on the Nation’s Long Battle With Medicare Fraudsters”: 

http://www.aarp.org/health/medicare-insurance/info-06-2011/medicare-most-wanted-video-inside-estreet.html
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.




Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 

























