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	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

Health Care Fraud:

1. “Sidestepping Financial Scams” (article in the Chicago Tribune that mentions the Illinois SMP Program): http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/realestate/primetime/chi-primetime-scams-022611,0,6537656.story
2. “Twenty People Indicted In Florida For Health Care Fraud Scheme Involving Approximately $200 Million in Medicare Billing” (FBI Press Release):  http://miami.fbi.gov/dojpressrel/pressrel11/mm021511.htm
Consumer Fraud: 
3. “AARP Scam Alert: Online Romance For Love – Or Money?: http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-02-2011/scam_alert_online_romance_for_love_or_money.html?cmp=NLC-RSS-DAILY-BULLETIN
  
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains news about Medicare Fraud Strike Force indictments this week, a warning about a scam postcard received in Springfield, and announcements about the Attorney General’s Elderly Service Officer Training and Poison Prevention. Also, please see the “Fraud in the News” section for an article on financial scams that mentions the Illinois SMP Program.  
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· Medicare Fraud Strike Force Charges 111 People With Medicare Fraud and Expands Efforts to Include Chicago
· Warning about “Government Grants” Postcards
· Illinois Attorney General’s Office Elderly Service Officer Training
· March is Illinois Poison Prevention Month
Medicare Fraud Strike Force Charges 111 People With Medicare Fraud and Expands Efforts to Include Chicago
This week, the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Justice issued a press release this week regarding indictments of 111 people in 9 different cities on Medicare fraud charges. In that same press release, they announced that the Medicare Fraud Strike Force will be expanding to two additional cities – Dallas and Chicago. 
The Illinois SMP program is very excited to see this announcement. The Medicare Fraud Strike Forces are partnerships between the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Justice. These teams are made up of investigators from both federal and local levels who work together to analyze data and prosecute Medicare fraud in some of the major fraud “hot spots” across the country. 

The press release states, “In Chicago, charges were filed against 11 individuals associated with businesses that have billed Medicare more than $6 million for home health, diagnostic testing and prescription drugs.” The full press release, which includes examples of the types of fraud involved in the indictments, is available here: 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2011/February/11-ag-202.html
Warning About “Government Grants” Postcards
A Springfield resident received a postcard this week that claims to be a “federal union postalgram.” The postcard states that the recipient is eligible for $35,000 in government funds.  The postcard instructs the recipient to call a toll-free number if s/he is interested in obtaining the “grant.” This is clearly a scam – the government does not send postcards like this. More than likely, if the recipient calls the toll-free number, s/he will have to listen to a marketing pitch to be sold something. If someone receives a postcard like this, s/he should report it to the U.S. Postal Inspection Service: https://postalinspectors.uspis.gov/forms/MailFraudComplaint.aspx
Illinois Attorney General’s Office Elderly Service Officer Training
The Illinois Attorney General’s Office provides Elderly Service Officer Training to police officers across the state of Illinois. The goal of these trainings is to “sensitize and educate law enforcement personnel on senior issues so they can play a more active role in preventing and investigating crimes against older adults.” The next Elderly Service Officer Training will be March 21-25 at the Aurora Police Department. Please see the attached invitation for more information. 
March is Illinois Poison Prevention Month
This is not fraud related, but nonetheless an important health care related message. One of our SMP Coordinators shared an email this week about Poison Prevention Month. You can reach the Illinois Poison Center at (800)222-1222. The Poison Center provides assistance during a poison emergency, but our SMP Coordinator would like to remind everyone that you can also contact them to inquire about prescribed medications, in order to learn about potential side effects, interactions with other prescriptions or over the counter medications, etc. The Illinois Poison Center also has informational materials on Poison Facts for Older Adults and What to Do in a Poison Emergency. To take a poison prevention course and access these free materials, go to www.IllinoisPoisonCenter.org/outreach. 
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.


Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 

























