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	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

Consumer Fraud: 
1. “AARP Scam Alert: Say No to Pushy Magazine Sales”: http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-05-2011/magazine-subscription-scam-alert.html?cmp=NLC-RSS-DAILY-BULLETIN
2. “AARP Scam Alert: An Alarm System You Don’t Need”: http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-05-2011/alarm-system-scam-alert.html?sms_ss=email&at_xt=4dda86783f19d21b%2C0
        
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains a number of bulletins and releases about various health care fraud topics, as well as a warning about automatic debit scams.
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· Warning About Automatic Debit Scams
· Summary of Anti-Fraud Provisions in the Affordable Care Act
· CMS Bulletin on Health Care Provider Terminations
· OIG Releases Semiannual Report to Congress
· OIG Posts Video Recording of Provider Compliance Training
Warning About Automatic Debit Scams
A colleague of the SMP program recently noticed a recurring charge of $12.97 on her bank statement from a company called “FreeShipping.com.” She was able to get the charges removed, but monthly charges like this are becoming a prevalent problem. We encourage consumers to read contracts before they sign them, and to avoid signing up for a monthly service with offers of “free gifts” and later cancellation. Often, signing up for ‘free’ gifts results in monthly charges on a bank or credit card account, and these can be very difficult to cancel. Anyone who experiences a problem like this is encouraged to contact the Illinois Attorney General’s Office’s consumer fraud hotlines:
Chicago: (800)386-5438

Springfield: (800)243-0618
Carbondale: (800)243-0607
Summary of Anti-Fraud Provisions in the Affordable Care Act
The National Resource Center for SMP’s has created a summary for the SMP programs across the country regarding the anti-fraud provisions in the Affordable Care Act. Anyone who is interested in viewing this summary can download it here:
http://www.smpresource.org/Content/NavigationMenu/ConsumerProtection/HealthCareReform/Anti-Fraud_Provisions_in_Health_Care_Reform.docx
CMS Bulletin on Health Care Provider Terminations
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services released a bulletin this week explaining a new anti-fraud provision that requires states to terminate health care providers from Medicaid if those same providers have been excluded from the Medicare program or another state’s Medicaid program due to fraud.  The full bulletin is attached to this Fraud Alert as a separate attachment.

OIG Releases Semiannual Report to Congress
The U.S. Department Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General released their semiannual report to Congress this week, documenting $3.4 billion in recoveries from October 2010 – March 2011 (mostly from investigations and audits related to Medicare and Medicaid).  

Here is a press release with highlights from the report, along with a link to the full report:

http://oig.hhs.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2011/sar_release.asp
OIG Posts Video Recording of Provider Compliance Training
The Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General (OIG) recently provided a free training via webcast to health care providers regarding how to comply with federal health care fraud statutes. That training is now available to the public as a video recording here: http://go.usa.gov/DyN. 
Materials from the training session are also posted here: http://go.usa.gov/DyQ. 
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.




Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 
























