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	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

Health Care Fraud:

1. “U.S. Files Complaint Against National Chain of Hospice Providers Alleging False Claims on the Medicare Program” (U.S. Department of Justice press release): http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2012/January/12-civ-001.html
Consumer Fraud: 
2. Internet Crime Complaint Center Scam Alert: Most Popular Passwords: http://www.ic3.gov/media/2011/111229.aspx
     
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains warnings about text message scams and work at home scams, an NPR story about health care fraud prosecutions, and a top 10 scams list from the National Council on Aging.
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· Warning About Text Message Scams
· Beware of Work at Home Scams
· U.S. Department of Justice Posts Record for Health Care Fraud Cases
· National Council on Aging Shares Top 10 Scams List
Warning About Text Message Scams
SMP staff at AgeOptions received a phone call this week from someone who was inquiring about a text message that stated that the person must click on a link to continue receiving free cell phone minutes.  We are unable to state whether this specific text message is a scam or not. However, we would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone NOT to click on hyperlinks in text messages or emails, particularly those that come from unknown sources.  If you wish to visit a website, it is best to enter the website address in the URL address bar yourself, rather than click on a link that has been sent to you. (Copying and pasting the address is also a viable option.)  This is because scammers will often use false hyperlinks to make you think that you are going to one website, when really you are being redirected to a site where the scammer can obtain your personal information. Clicking on hyperlinks from unknown sources can also lead to viruses or other malware. 
We are seeing an increase in scams via text message, so we would also like to advise that if you receive a text message claiming to be from a legitimate entity, such as your bank or phone provider, you should contact that entity using their public phone number (NOT a phone number listed in the text message) to verify that the message is legitimate before responding. 

Beware of Work at Home Scams
With the economic recession, many individuals are falling into ‘work at home’ scams.  We encourage everyone to read this page from the Federal Trade Commission about various work at home schemes:

http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/invest/inv14.shtm
AgeOptions received a report this week from someone who is involved in a specific work at home scheme called a “re-shipping” scam. Here is a resource from the U.S. Postal Inspection Service about re-shipping scams: https://postalinspectors.uspis.gov/radDocs/consumer/ReshippingPub.pdf
U.S. Department of Justice Posts Record for Health Care Fraud Cases

National Public Radio (NPR) did a story last week on health care fraud and the record number of cases brought by the U.S. Department of Justice in 2011.  Listen to the story (approximately 3 ½ minutes) on the NPR website here: 
http://www.npr.org/2011/12/30/144491419/doj-posts-record-for-health-care-fraud-cases
National Council on Aging Shares Top 10 Scams List

The National Council on Aging (NCOA) released a list this week of the top 10 scams affecting older adults.  Many of you may not be surprised to note that health care fraud is #1 on the list! See the full list here: http://www.ncoa.org/enhance-economic-security/economic-security-Initiative/top-10-scams-targeting.html?utm_source=NCOAWeek_120103&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=NCOAWeek
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.




Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 
























